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1
I thought in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find out 

what is good." But that also proved to be meaningless.  
2
"Laughter," I 

said, "is foolish. And what does pleasure accomplish?"  
3
I tried cheering 

myself with wine, and embracing folly—my mind still guiding me with 

wisdom.  I wanted to see what was worthwhile for men to do under 

heaven during the few days of their lives.  

 
4
I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted 

vineyards.  
5
I made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees 

in them.  
6
I made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees.  

7
I bought 

male and female slaves and had other slaves who were born in my house. 

I also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in Jerusalem before me. 
8
I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and 

provinces. I acquired men and women singers, and a harem as well—the 

delights of the heart of man.  
9
I became greater by far than anyone in 

Jerusalem before me. In all this my wisdom stayed with me.  

 
10

I denied myself nothing my eyes desired;  

       I refused my heart no pleasure.  

       My heart took delight in all my work,  

       and this was the reward for all my labor.  

 
11

Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done  

       and what I had toiled to achieve,  

       everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind;  

       nothing was gained under the sun. (Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, NIV) 

 
 

6
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep 

away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to the 

teaching you received from us… We were not idle when we were with you, 
8
nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we 

worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a 

burden to any of you. (2 Thessalonians 3:6-8, NIV) 

20
So my heart began to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun. 

21
For a man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then 

he must leave all he owns to someone who has not worked for it. This too 

is meaningless and a great misfortune. (Ecclesiastes 2:20-21, NIV) 

 
10

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not 

without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the 

grace of God that was with me. (1 Corinthians 15:10, NIV) 

 

1. God wants me to ____________________ it out. 
 

24
A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction 

in his work. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, 
25

for without him, who 

can eat or find enjoyment? (Ecclesiastes 2:24-25, NIV) 

 
2
For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal 

is not based on knowledge. (Romans 10:2, NIV) 

 

2. God wants me to ____________________ it smart. 
 

And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, 

because he had trusted in his God. (Daniel 6:23, NIV) 

 
7
His government and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness 

and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The 

passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this 

happen!  (Isaiah 9:7, NLT) 

 
7
Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of 

the LORD our God.  
8
They are brought to their knees and fall, but we rise 

up and stand firm. (Psalm 20:7-8, NIV) 

 

3. God wants me to ____________________ his  

 
“play”—he’s got it all worked out! 

 

My next steps in the “Cross-Walk”:  
• Evaluate yourself. Are you working it out? Are you playing it 

smart? Do you trust that God has it all worked out for you? 

• Speak out this week. Why does trusting God work for you? 

• Meditate on and memorize Psalm 20:7-8. 


