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Chasing the Wind
Total Recall

April 5, 2009 — Jeff Gunn

! Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble
come and the years approach when you will say, "l find no pleasure in them"—

2 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark, and the
clouds return after the rain; * when the keepers of the house tremble, and the
strong men stoop, when the grinders cease because they are few, and those
looking through the windows grow dim; * when the doors to the street are closed
and the sound of grinding fades; when men rise up at the sound of birds, but all
their songs grow faint; > when men are afraid of heights and of dangers in the
streets; when the almond tree blossoms and the grasshopper drags himself along
and desire no longer is stirred. Then man goes to his eternal home and mourners
go about the streets. ® Remember him—before the silver cord is severed, or the
golden bowl is broken; before the pitcher is shattered at the spring, or the wheel
broken at the well, 7 and the dust returns to the ground it came from, and the
spirit returns to God who gave it. 8 "Meaningless! Meaningless!" says the
Teacher. "Everything is meaningless!" ? Not only was the Teacher wise, but also
he imparted knowledge to the people. He pondered and searched out and set in
order many proverbs. % The Teacher searched to find just the right words, and
what he wrote was upright and true. ™ The words of the wise are like goads, their
collected sayings like firmly embedded nails—given by one Shepherd. 2 ge
warned, my son, of anything in addition to them. Of making many books there is
no end, and much study wearies the body. 3 Now all has been heard; here is the
conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the
whole duty of man. ™ For God will bring every deed into judgment, including
every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. (Ecclesiastes 12:1-14, NIV)

Am | ?

Y You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have
produced this wealth for me." 8 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he
who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which
he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. (Deuteronomy 8:17-18, NIV)

1. Recall your in the days of

your youth.

Amla ?

¥ As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a
woman named Martha opened her home to him. *She had a sister called Mary,
who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said. 0 But Martha was distracted
by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord,
don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to
help me!"

“ "Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many
things, “put only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will
not be taken away from her." (Luke 10:38-42, NIV)

2. Recall your before it’s too

late for memories.

Amla ?

% create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. “po
not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 2 Restore to me
the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 2 Then I will
teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. (Psalm 51:10-
13, NIV)

3. Recall the while there is still
time to make a difference.

My next steps in the “"Cross-Walk":

e Write down the names of three people who need to “recall their
Savior.” Take an invite card for them and pray for them. Then
make the “big ask” sometime this next week and invite them to
CrossWalk for our Easter service.

¢ Consider taking the next step in the class system. That's a great
way to recall God and fix him firmly in your mind.

e Meditate on and memorize Ecclesiastes 12:13.



