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The Gift That Keeps On Giving

1. Jesus is a gift who initiates .

28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be
thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe... (Hebrews

January 3, 2010 — Jeff Gunn 12:28, NIV)
lAfter Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, %At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the
Magifrom the east came to Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the one who has ground in worship. (Job 1:20, NIV)
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to
worship him." Notes

*When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.
*When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the
law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. *"In Bethlehem in Judea,"
they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written:

T you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 2. Jesusis a glft who motivates -
for out of you will come a ruler s

who will be the shepherd of my people Israel." Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as
"Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.
star had appeared. °He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful (Romans 12:1, NIV)
search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that | too may go 5
and worship him." Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty
9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had welled up in rich generosity. *For | testify that they gave as much as they were
seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4[they urgently pleaded
child was. °When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. o coming to the with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. *And they did not
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of keeping with God's will. (2 Corinthians 8:2-5, NIV)
gold and of incense and of myrrh. 2And having been warned in a dream not to go
back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. (Matthew 2:1-12, Notes
NIV)
*The LORD looks down from heaven on the sons of men to see if there are any
who understand, any who seek God. 3All have turned aside, they have together 3. Jesus is a gift who instigates
become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one. (Psalm 14:2-3,
NIV)

My next steps in the “"Cross-Walk":

®Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. ‘Let the * Worship God in all you do. The secret is to keep your Gift in mind.

wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, * Sign-up for a CrossWalk growth group. This is a place where you
and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. (Isaiah can give back to others, as Christ has first given to you.

55:6-7, NIV) e Meditate on and memorize Matthew 2:10-11.



